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Meet the Brindavani Team:
Spotlight Interview with
Samyuktha Sreeram
F R O M  T H E  B R I N D A V A N I  D E S K

Samyuktha Sreeram, Brindavani's most recent and youngest 
board member, is such a delight to have on our team. In addition 
to being an integral part of Brindavani, Samyuktha is an 11th 
grade student in Virginia, USA by day and an incredibly 
accomplished and talented ghatam player and musician by night. 
Although she is young, Samyuktha is an inspiration for all of us 
with her passion and drive for Carnatic music and her leadership 
skills. In this issue of the Brindavani Blog, Samyuktha 
discusses her inspirations, her future goals, her experiences being 
a female Carnatic percussionist and balancing Carnatic music 
with life as an American teenager, her thoughts about Carnatic 
music in the USA, and her involvement with Brindavani. Read our 
interview with her to find out more about Samyuktha! 

brindavani.usa@gmail.com 

www.brindavani.org 

BLOG

HOW DID  YOU  F IRST  DEVELOP  AN  INTEREST  IN  
CARNATIC  MUSIC?

I have always been exposed to Carnatic music through my 
family. My mom used to learn vocal music and violin for a short 
while, and although her learning did not continue, her love for 
the art form did, and we would always be listening to a Chembai 
or Semmangudi kutcheri even when I was really young. With my 
dad, it was much the same experience. He used to learn 
mridangam when he was growing up, so his interest and 
fascination with layam really carried over to me. I used to drum 
everywhere when I was a little kid. One day, at the breakfast 
table, I was drumming so fast and hard, that the entire table was 
shaking. Everyone had stopped eating and were just looking at 
me. That is when my dad decided that he would put me in 
drumming classes. It was by a stroke of luck that I ended up with 
Subash Mama and have learned so much from him. Also, my 
grandmother is very involved with Carnatic music to this day, as 
she is a local paatu teacher in Chennai, and she has always 
encouraged me to listen to Carnatic music whenever I can. 
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Since I had been greatly exposed to Carnatic music from a very young
age, I was able to develop an interest and passion for it by listening to
kutcheris and albums with my family. I have also been learning vocal
music since I was seven, which played a huge role in sustaining my
interest in the art form. However, it was only until I started learning
Ghatam that my interest really became a passion and I began to devote
time to listening to Carnatic kutcheris more religiously with an intent to
actively listen.  

WHAT SUSTAINS  YOUR INTEREST  IN  CARNATIC
MUSIC  TODAY?  

I take inspiration 
from prominent 
female leaders such 
as Indra Nooyi who 
trail-blaze their way 
through life daily, 
and do not let the 
obstacles stop them 
from achieving 
success.  
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My guru (Sri T.H. Subash Chandran Mama) is a great inspiration for me, 
as he always helps me to believe in myself and is one of the most positive  

WHO ARE  YOUR INSP IRATIONS ,  BOTH  MUSICALLY  
AND  OTHERWISE?

people that I know. Musically, Mama is a genius and he has made as many accomplishments in the ghatam field as his 
brother, Sri Vikku Vinayakram Mama. I am also continually inspired by the youth artists in the circuit, who are able to 
balance their academic and professional worlds and their musical prowess, and navigate between the two almost 
seamlessly. In addition, I take inspiration from prominent female leaders such as Indra Nooyi who trail-blaze their way 
through life daily, and do not let the obstacles stop them from achieving success. 

As a ghatam player, it is very easy to be put into concerts, so fortunately I get many opportunities to play. In
freshman year, I had more time on my hands and was able to play in a lot more concerts; in fact, I had time to
perform nearly every weekend. However, in 10th grade, I had a heavier course load, so I pulled back on the
amount of concerts I had during projects, big tests, and final exams. Next year, I will be in 11th grade, so I will
have to limit concerts even more to focus on studies. However, I will definitely not completely stop playing; I will
just have to prioritize and improve my time management skills to keep up with time spent in concerts.  

HOW DO YOU  BALANCE  SUCH  A  BUSY  CONCERT  SCHEDULE  WITH  BE ING  IN  H IGH  SCHOOL?

Vidwan Sri T.H. Subhash Chandran (middle) with Samyuktha (L) and some of his 
other students. 

WHAT IS  IT  L IKE  TO  GROW UP  IN  
THE  UN ITED  STATES ,  YET  TO  BE  
SO  IMMERSED  IN  IND IAN  
CULTURE  THROUGH CARNATIC  
MUSIC?

I love being so immersed in Carnatic music, 
especially in the US, as I feel like it connects 
me to my Indian roots. This connection would 
most likely not have been as strong had I not 
had Carnatic music to help ground me. Also, 
the knowledge of the languages used in 
compositions and understanding of the 
meaning help to give me insight into the rich 
and vibrant Indian culture. 
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Many of my future goals involve academic advancement, and ghatam has 
really helped me to develop leadership skills and the confidence to seek 
out opportunities that involve my academic interests. I haven't specifically 
formulated a Carnatic bucket list, but something I'd definitely want to do 
is play in an all-female concert. As far as I know, only Smt. Sukanya 
Ramgopal (ghatam artist) has assembled an all-female group, and I'd really 
love to do a similar thing.   

WHAT ARE  YOUR FUTURE  GOALS ,  AND  HOW HAS  
CARNATIC  MUSIC  INFLUENCED  THOSE  GOALS?  DO  YOU  
HAVE  A  CARNATIC  BUCKET  L IST  OF  THINGS  YOU 'D  L IKE  
TO  DO?  
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BEING  A  JUN IOR  IN  H IGH  SCHOOL ,  YOU 'RE  RELATIVELY  YOUNG,  YET  YOU 'VE  
ACCOMPLISHED  SO  MUCH,  AND  YOU 'RE  ONE  OF  THE  VERY  FEW FEMALE  CARNATIC  
PERCUSSION  ARTISTS  IN  THE  WORLD .  WHAT  HAS  THAT  BEEN  L IKE  FOR  YOU?  

The credit for my achievements would go to my parents and guru, who have continued to help my grow as an individual 
and as a ghatam player in the circuit; it is only due to them that I became interested in ghatam and that my passion for 
the art form began to blossom. It has registered to me that I’m one of a very small number of female Carnatic 
percussionists, and it’s a part of my identity that I really embrace. I wouldn’t go so far as to say that there’s a stigma 
about female artists going into percussion, or ghatam specifically, but female involvement is evidently very limited and 
not seen very often. As a junior and a relatively young person, I’m very grateful for all of the opportunities that I get to 
play, because I always have a chance to learn from them. Also, I know that I have the rest of my life to realize my goals 
of spreading awareness of ghatam beyond the Carnatic stage and to bring more young girls into the Carnatic percussion 
arena. I’m thankful for all of the people who have encouraged me to do my best and I’m excited to live out the rest of 
my ghatam journey. 

I'm one of a very
small number of
female Carnatic
percussionists, and
it's a part of my
identity that I really
embrace. 

One of Samyuktha's favorite concerts she's played for: 
Kruthi Bhat (vocal); B Ananthakrishnan (violin); B Sivaramakrishnan (mridangam); Samyuktha Sreeram (ghatam); Rajalakshmi Krishnamurthy (tambura)

Quick Questions

Favorite Live Concert I've Attended: Ramakrishnan Murthy, Charumathi Raghuram, NC Bharadwaj, 
N Guruprasad  @ Music Academy, Madras 

Favorite Kutcheri I've Played: I have too many favorites! But the kutcheri I enjoyed playing for and listening to 
the most was Kruthi Bhat Akka's concert in Chennai with B. Sivaraman sir on mridangam 

Favorite Ragam: It changes a LOT, but right now, Shubhapantuvarali 

Favorite Thalam: Misra Chapu 

Besides Carnatic music, I enjoy: reading and participating in Model UN competitions as a part of my school!  
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I think Carnatic music in the US is really strong and celebrated, especially in the youth circle. I’ve often heard 
people commenting that youth individuals (emerging performers) here in the US are more involved and passionate 
than those in Chennai, and I agree, even though it’s very sad to see that it doesn’t seem to be as important to people 
as it is to many of us. I love being a part of the youth circle in the US, as it consists of very like-minded, supportive 
individuals, who are inspirations in the way that they excel in both Carnatic music and academic/professional life. I 
also love how youth artists actively promote their fellow artists and come from many areas to see their peers perform 
and to cheer them on.   

WHAT ARE  YOUR THOUGHTS  ABOUT  THE  STATE  OF  CARNATIC  MUSIC  IN  THE  USA?   
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WHAT ADVICE  WOULD  YOU  GIVE  TO  YOUNG ASP IR ING  CARNATIC  MUSIC  STUDENTS  IN  THE  
USA?    

Well, I don’t think I’m qualified enough to give advice to aspiring Carnatic music students, since I’m a student too and I 
have so much to learn! But, what I would say is to practice every day. This may sound redundant, but it’s very 
important to build up the fundamental skills so that when your guru deems you ready for improvisation or 
manodharmam, you can play whatever is in your mind. Practice is one of the most important tenets of Carnatic music 
and it’s really important to do so daily for as long as you can.  

Brindavani Board (L-R): 
Srinidhi Rajesh; Adhiti Rajesh; Pavani Anupindi; Samyuktha Sreeram; Sharada Krishnan; Ashvin Ravi; Sanjeev Raja

Brindavani has always been an inspiration for me, as it stands as one of the pinnacles of youth festivals in the US. I
had long wanted to start an organization similar to Brindavani in the DC-Metro area, but unfortunately, it didn’t
work out. My main goal in trying to start the organization was to help to spread and uphold Carnatic music in the US
and to inspire younger aspiring musicians to join the circuit. So, I decided to ask to join Brindavani, and Sharada
and the board members have become great role models to me in spreading Carnatic music and helping bring youth
artists together.   

WHAT MADE  YOU  WANT  TO  GET  INVOLVED  WITH  BRINDAVANI ?

My favorite part of being a Brindavani board member is learning and being inspired by my fellow board members.
All of the people in the team are outstanding musicians as well as scholars and students, and I have found that I can
learn so much from their attitudes and mentalities and I love that dynamic.  

WHAT IS  YOUR  FAVORITE  PART  OF  BE ING  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  BRINDAVANI  BOARD?
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